
 
NEWSLETTER 36, 24TH JUNE 2016  
 
Dear Parent / Carer, 
 
CONGRATULATIONS 

We would like to congratulate Janet Woods, Director of Northern Academies for United Learning, who has 
been awarded a CBE in the Queen’s Birthday Honours list.  Janet has had a distinguished career as a head 
teacher and school improvement professional, having led work on the National College of School 
Leadership in the North.  She has also played a crucial role in leading the Greater Manchester Challenge; a 
government school improvement initiative which was instrumental in improving standards across all ten 
Greater Manchester boroughs.  

Now, as director of United Learning’s secondary academies in the North, Janet is part of the senior team 
leading on the strategic development of educational support across the Group.  Jon Coles, Chief Executive 
of United Learning, said: 

“This honour is highly deserved and recognises the excellent contribution that Janet has made 
to school improvement over her career and, in particular, in the North West. I know that 
colleagues who have worked with her at every stage in her career will share her pleasure in 
receiving this honour. She is a very valued friend and colleague whose leadership, enthusiasm 
and commitment to raising the standards of education in our schools is outstanding.” 

 
MOTHER TONGUE, OTHER TONGUE 

Manchester Academy students recently entered the prestigious Poetry Competition, ‘Mother Tongue, 
Other Tongue’.  The competition is aimed at primary and secondary schools and is a national Laureate 
Education Project, led by the Poet Laureate Dame Carol Ann Duffy and co-ordinated by Routes into 
Languages, with regional competitions and events taking place throughout the year. 

The project, which has been running since 2012, was originally devised by Manchester Metropolitan 
University and Routes into Languages North West and is officially endorsed by Malala Yousafzai, youngest 
Nobel Peace Prize winner and education activist.  

This year’s North West section of the competition has seen Year 8 student Khadijah Mahmood take top 
spot in the Years 7, 8 and 9 ‘Mother Tongue’ category, with a piece about an attack on a school in Pakistan. 

The ‘Mother Tongue’ part of the competition requires participants who do not have English as a first 
language, or who speak a different language at home, to share a lullaby, poem or song from their Mother 
Tongue, with Khadijah submitting her poem in Urdu. 

Khadijah will receive her prize at the National Celebration of the ‘Mother Tongue, Other Tongue’ 
competition, held on Thursday 30th June 2016 at Manchester Metropolitan University and attended by 
special guest Ziauddin Yousafzai, Malala’s father. 

 Commenting on Khadijah’s success, Manchester Academy Principal Andy Griffin said: 
“We are all very proud of Khadijah. Her poem is extremely thought-provoking and a worthy 
winner of this excellent competition.” 

 
EU REFERENDUM 

Manchester Academy students took part in their own EU Referendum this week.  The pros and cons of 
staying versus leaving have been discussed in Form Time and a voting station was set up on Thursday, with 
students voting at break, lunchtime and after school.  The results were: 
Remain 86%; Leave 12%; Spoiled Papers 2% - an interesting difference to the national vote. 



  
 

  

WARP FESTIVAL 

This weekend is WARP Festival, programmed by Whitworth Young Contemporaries Youth Collective for 
young people throughout Manchester.  Saturday is the Youth Focus Day, with Sunday having more of a 
family focus.  Whitworth Park and Gallery will explode with Art, Music, Dance, Performance, Film and …. 
SHEDS!  Warp celebrates the creative talent of young people across the city, working with many youth and 
arts partners.  Don’t miss it! 
 
MATHS AND SPORTS END OF YEAR FESTIVAL (OLD TRAFFORD) 

Twenty-two students attended a Maths and Sport Festival at Old Trafford on Thursday as a reward for their 
hard work in trying to improve their Maths.  More than half have improved their grades by attending 
Maths & Sports Club after school on Thursdays.  Thanks to Mr Montrose and Mr Ross who have been 
running the Club for the students.  The students are: 

Nasro Abdikani Jama 
Ayia Alaoua 
Mohammed Alkhatani 
Faisal Alluqmani 
Moasib Arif 

Usman Ashram 
Evelina Bondarcuk 
Franklyn Charles 
Abdiaziz Dahir 
Renee Dunn 

Louelle Hazlewood 
Abdi Hussein  
Hafid Hussein 
Aaliyah Koroma 

Mustafa Nadjafi 
Abdikarim Osman 
Faisal Rabnawaz  
Aaron Ramsey 

Yotam Takeste 
Shaafici Yasin 
Asha Yusuf 
Khawla Zagandi 

 
YEAR 10 GCSE BUSINESS STUDIES TRIP 

On Thursday, 15 Year 10 Business students visited Alton Towers as part of their Business Case Study.  They 
learned how the business is run, the importance of various stakeholders and how to attract and retain 
customers.  They had a very interesting and educational day (which included sampling some of the rides, 
purely for academic purposes of course!). 
 
REMINDER 

School will be closed to students on Friday 1st July to allow all staff to attend the United Learning Staff 
Conferences. 
 
STARS OF THE WEEK 

Every week the different subject departments select a student who has done exceptionally well and 
nominate them for Stars of the Week.  Each student receives ten merits and is invited to breakfast with the 
Principal on Friday. 

Student Form Subject Comment 
Liban Ahmed  7DJN 

Art For running the poly-print station all lesson and ensuring 
everyone made successful prints Maimoonah Jama 7DJO 

Crystal Walker 7LBU English 
For her outstanding contribution to English- she 
consistently puts her hand up in class to share her views 
with confidence and enthusiasm! 

Kane Wynter 9AKH English Super reading contribution in English – first time Kane has 
read aloud in class – fantastic! 

Mohammed Ahmed 7JDO Geography Has only recently joined the class, and has settled in 
amazingly. Always putting 100% effort into task 

Sabrina Aryeetey 10PNI Maths 

For her outstanding effort in Maths lessons and for being a 
polite and helpful student in school.  Sabrina’s attitude to 
learning and her dedication to her work is exemplary and 
she is already working hard for her Maths GCSE exams - 
well done! 



  
 

  

Student Form Subject Comment 

Nafhad Abdi 9EFA Mentoring 

Nafhad was selected to participate in the United Learning 
Peer-to-Peer Leadership Programme, The programme has 
been running for three months supporting selected Year 7 
students in Maths.   From the outset he has shown 
exceptional leadership qualities.  He has guided his 
mentee through numerous Maths challenges (every 
lunchtime for four days a week).  He has shown patience 
and encouragement to his mentee, qualities not often 
seen.  He is now helping his fellow mentors to complete 
their final presentation as the programme comes to a 
conclusion.  Very well done.  Outstanding! 

Ghosoun Tulaymat 7NAY Textiles For voluntarily staying after school to spend extra time on 
her Textiles work. 

 
DATES FOR YOUR DIARY 

Friday 1st July United Learning Staff Conference Day – School Closed 
Thursday 7th July Year 11 Prom 
Tuesday 12th July  Parents Evening for New Year 7  
Tuesday 12th July  
Wednesday 13th July Taster Days for all New Year 7 students 

Thursday 21st July Last Day of Term.  Please note: 
• The new Year 7 students start on Friday 3rd September.   
• Students in Years 8-11 return on Monday 5th September. 

 
Yours sincerely,  

 
Mr A Griffin,  
Principal 
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